
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



Reviews 335 

Cf. to glad the paternal heart, p. 26; ozonizing the stagnant air, p. 46; 
we glimpse the more ideal aspect, p. 76; avatar, p. 76; yclept, p. 76; amatory 
agitations of adolescence, p. 146; bulbul, p. 156; urge (noun), p. 173; mani- 
fold (noun), p. 182; subsumed, p. 185; sacerdotal bolus, p. 231; familiar 
(noun), p. 331; revenant (adj.), P- 341; etc. On the use of the rare word 
"fictionist" p. 281, Thomas himself comments. 

The date 1880 (p. 308) for the passage quoted from "Wilhelm Meister" is, 
of course, a typographical slip for 1780. 

Harry T. Collings. 
The Pennsylvania State College 

A Handbook of French Phonetics by William A. Nitze and Ernest 
H. Wilkins, University of Chicago. With exercises by 
Clarence E. Parmenter, University of Chicago. New York, 
Henry Holt & Company, 1918. viii + 106 pp. 40 cents. 

Professors Nitze and Wilkins have made a valuable addition to American 
manuals. Their new Handbook of French Phonetics exhibits an unusual 
combination of pedagogical skill with accurate scholarship. Compact and 
comprehensive, it contains in admirably organized form material hitherto 
widely scattered. It is consequently adapted for use as a text-book in college 
courses in phonetics, and likewise as an auxiliary in elementary classes. 

These purposes are subserved by a broad and well-arranged plan. The 
analytic side of phonetics, the study of individual sounds, is first taken up. 
Here we have a brief discussion of the speech-organs and their operation, 
preceding a detailed discussion of French vowels and consonants. Then 
follows an account of the letters and signs representing these sounds. A brief 
discussion of foreign words and proper names concludes this part of the book. 
"Synthesis," treating of sounds in combination, is then taken up. It includes 
syllabication, stress, vowel quantity, liaison, assimilation, elision, pitch, and 
intonation. A brief, but judicious bibliography,* exercises on individual 
sounds, some phonetically transcribed texts, and a few readings in conven- 
tional orthography complete the book. 

As the outline just given indicates, the authors have wisely followed Nyrop 
in separating the treatment of sounds from that of letters. They have im- 
proved upon his plan by making these two sections of the book consecutive. 
Another matter of pedagogical importance, likewise to be noted in Nyrop, is 
the elimination of intermediate vowel qualities. These qualities, which are 
difficult for any but very delicate ears to perceive, merely baffle an elementary 
student. 

The practical tendencies thus exhibited appear still more clearly in the 
exercises. They are carefully and intelligently prepared to illustrate the 
rules set forth. The preliminary exercises, involving the use of mirrors, 
are excellent. In what follows one might desire less than ten pages of isolated 
words in ordinary spelling, and more than ten pages of connected texts in 

"Grammont's Petit traits de prononciation francaise (Paris, Dclagrave, 1916?), doubtless 
reached the authors too late to be included. 
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phonetic transcription. Single words make dull reading, while transcribed 
texts give life to phonetic theory. The texts given avoid the colorless puerility 
of some phonetic readers. Wisdom is shown in not furnishing a key to these 
selections. The untranscribed readings, which can easily be supplied by the 
teacher, might perhaps be omitted. 

An unusual feature is the separate treatment of foreign words and proper 
names. The segregation of these orthoepic outlaws is a distinct advantage. 
It might be well to point out in a later edition that the irregularities in the 
pronunciation of proper names are due in part to the fact that tjie Academy 
did not determine their orthography. The injunction to seek the pronuncia- 
tion of doubtful proper names "in a dictionary" is vague. A reference to 
Lesaint or Martinon would be more helpful. The name of Madame de Warens 
is generally pronounced [varas] and not [vara] by cultivated persons, despite 
Martinon, p. 309, n. Aix-la-Chapelle and Aix-les-Bains are usually [eks] 
nowadays; cf. Martinon, p. 347, n. 4, and Michaelis-Passy, s.v. Nyrop, 
who prefers the older pronunciation [ss], admits that "la prononciation avec 
[ks] se repand maintenant de plus en plus." (2d ed., § 268, 3 ). 

Several new departures in terminology seem distinctly happy. Thus 
"checked m, n" is a most convenient way of designating these consonants 
when final or when followed by a consonant other than m or n, and simplifies 
the statement of the sadly muddled conditions under which a vowel nasal 
consonant is nasalized. "Preventive h" for "h aspireV' avoids the absurdity 
of an "aspirate" almost always inaudible. 

There are several matters of minor importance which might well be altered 
in subsequent editions. Thus a fuller treatment of the vocal apparatus 
would render the book more useful to advanced students, and the elementary 
generally needs, though he should not, a definition of the vocal chords. Again, 
though the explanation given of the nature of the sounds usually spelt in and 
on may be correct enough, it is certain that for the American student the 
transcriptions [a] and [6] are more helpful than [ e ] and 3 ] . It is to be regretted 
that almost the only departure from the sound practice of not indicating 
variant pronunciations should be in the case of the vulgarisms [a] and [yn] 
for [«].* 

Most works on phonetics have lamentably incomplete indices; it is to be 
hoped that the second edition of the Handbook of French Phonetics will be an 
exceptidn to this rule. 

D. S. Blondheim. 
Johns Hopkins University. 

Spanish American Composition with Spanish-English and English- 
Spanish Vocabularies, by J. Warshaw. New York, Henry 
Holt & Co., 1917. 108 pp. $1.00. 
This book is well planned and carefully arranged for second year work in 

Spanish. It is made up of thirty lessons, the first twenty-two of which are 

♦By an oversight, Martinon is cited as saying of [yn for [66]: "II est peu de fautes plus 
choquantes." He makes this remark (p. 149) of [a] for [6eJ. There are few such slips in the 
Handbook which is, in general, notably free from misprints. 



